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CHAPTER 1.0 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) has been prepared by the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation (Department) under the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) 
Sections 15088, 15089, and 15132, for the Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook Project.  This Final EIR 
includes: Clarifications and Modifications, which describes the changes made to the Draft EIR; Response 
to Comments, which includes the Department’s responses to all written comments received by agencies, 
private organizations, and the public during the 45-day public comment period; and the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program, which lists all the mitigation measures required for implementation 
of the project, the phase in which the measures would be implemented, and the enforcement agency 
responsible for compliance.   
 
1.1 PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The proposed project site is located in the Baldwin Hills area in southwestern Los Angeles County and is 
part of the 387-acre Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area.  The project area encompasses 58 acres of 
hillside terrain, which is primarily characterized by natural vegetation and undeveloped open space. The 
state-owned property is located within the City of Culver City and is adjacent to residential and 
commercial developments located in the Cities of Culver City, Los Angeles, and Inglewood. 
 
1.2 SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PROJECT 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to develop the 58-acre Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook for use as a 
recreational area, as well as a natural resource educational/interpretive park for visitors and local 
schools. The project has four primary elements, the first of which is the development of public access to 
the property.  Primary access to the park is via Hetzler Road, from Jefferson Boulevard.  The entrance on 
Hetzler Road would be improved, and the roadway would be widened.  The second element of the project 
would be to provide approximately 110 parking spaces for visitors.  The parking would be divided 
between a lower lot located near the park entrance, and an upper lot located near the proposed visitor 
center.  Both lots would provide ADA parking spaces and access.  The third element of the project would 
be to construct a 10,300-square-foot visitor center.  The visitor center would provide scenic views of the 
Los Angeles basin and the Pacific Ocean and would provide other important amenities such as 
interpretive and educational programs and facilities to park visitors.  Other amenities provided at the 
proposed visitor center include picnic sites, scenic overlooks, and a 1,400-square-foot nourishment area.  
The nourishment area is a multiuse space and patio that is connected to the visitor center and has a 
capacity of approximately 80 people.  The fourth element of the proposed project would provide 
protection and interpretation of the natural and cultural resources of the park and the adjacent Ballona 
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Creek. The project would restore the site’s natural ridgelines and topography that were previously graded 
and would emphasize restoration of native coastal sage scrub habitat.  Several public meetings and 
workshops have been held to solicit public input on the design of the proposed visitor center and site 
features.   
 
The project area falls well below the nationally recommended standard of 6 to 10 acres of parkland per 
1,000 people.  The proposed project would provide much needed recreational and educational open space 
for residents who live in this highly under-served area.  The scenic overlook would also provide pubic 
access to some of the most magnificent views in the metropolitan Los Angeles area. 
 
1.3 SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
The Draft EIR considered a range of alternatives to the proposed project to provide informed decision-
making in accordance with Section 15126.6(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines.  As described below, the 
alternatives analyzed in this EIR include: the No Project Alternative (Alternative 1); Multiple Access 
Roads Alternative (Alternative 2); and Hillside Visitor Center Alternative (Alternative 3).  
 
No Project Alternative 
 
Under the No Project Alternative, the proposed visitor center would not be constructed, the roads would 
not be improved, parking would not be provided, and no site restoration would occur.  The environmental 
characteristics would be generally the same as those described in the existing conditions sections of 
Chapter 3.0.  Potential impacts associated with the proposed project would be avoided because no major 
development would occur on the project site under the No Project Alternative.  
 
Multiple Access Roads Alternative (Alternative 2) 
 
The Multiple Access Roads Alternative would provide a single entry point to the site from Jefferson 
Boulevard at the northeastern edge of the property.  The road would split into two separate roads part way 
up the hill, allowing separate access for park visitors and adjacent residents (six residences, located on 
Hetzler Road and Tompkins Way).  Decentralized parking would be provided in two locations.  The 
visitor center would be located mid-way up the north-facing slope of the project area.  Potential impacts 
associated with this alternative would be similar to those identified for the proposed project; however, 
neighborhood disruption would be reduced during park operation due to the separate residential access 
provided along Hetzler Road.   
 
Hillside Visitor Center Alternative (Alternative 3) 
 
The Hillside Visitor Center Alternative would nestle the visitor center into the hillside at the top of the 
scenic overlook site.  Alternative 3 would provide site access via Jefferson Boulevard at Hetzler Road, 
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similar to the proposed project.  The entrance would be widened and improved to provide safe access to 
and from the site.  The six residents on Hetzler Road and Tompkins Way would use the same road as park 
visitors to access their homes.  Potential impacts associated with this alternative would be similar to those 
identified for the proposed project and Alternative 2 above. 
 
Environmentally Superior Alternative 
 
The “No Project” alternative would be the environmentally superior alternative.  However, in accordance 
with Section 15126.6(e)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines, if the environmentally superior alternative is the No 
Project Alternative, then the EIR shall also identify an environmentally superior alternative among the 
other alternatives.  In this case, the proposed project would result in potential impacts similar to or less 
(i.e., biological resources and public services) than those identified for Alternatives 2 and 3, but not the 
No Project Alternative.  Therefore, the proposed project would be the environmentally superior 
alternative. 
 
1.4 NOTICING AND AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT EIR 
 
The Draft EIR was circulated for public review and comment on January 8, 2004, initiating a 45-day 
public review period pursuant to CEQA and its implementing guidelines.  The document and Notice of 
Completion (NOC) was distributed to the California Office of Planning and Research, State 
Clearinghouse.  Relevant agencies also received copies of the document.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) 
was distributed to over 500 interested parties and adjacent property owners and residents, which informed 
them of where they could view the document and how to comment.  The purpose of the 45-day review 
period is to provide interested public agencies, groups and individuals the opportunity to comment on the 
contents and accuracy of the document.  The document was available to the public at Culver City Julian 
Dixon Library, California State Parks Angeles District Headquarters, and the Park Ranger Station at the 
entrance of the park on Hetzler Road. A copy of the document was also posted online.   
 
This document, together with the Draft EIR, makes up the Final EIR as defined in the CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15132.  The Final EIR will subsequently be reviewed by the Department for certification.  
Certification is not the same as approval, but marks the end of the environmental review phase.  
Certification is a judgment that the EIR is a legally adequate information document in compliance with 
CEQA.  Only when the EIR document adequately identifies all significant environmental impacts 
associated with the project can it be used in the project approval phase, along with consideration of other 
relevant factors.  To approve a project, CEQA requires that either the significant impacts of the project (as 
identified in the EIR) be reduced to a less than significant level through the implementation of mitigation 
measures, or the approving body must adopt a statement of overriding considerations, stating that 
mitigation measures do not exist or are infeasible thereby resulting in unavoidable significant impact(s).  
The statement of overriding considerations states, in effect, that the benefits of the project outweigh the 
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environmental impacts that would result upon implementation of the project.  Because this project would 
not result in significant unavoidable impacts, a statement of overriding considerations is not required.   
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CHAPTER 2.0 
CLARIFICATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

 
 
The following clarifications and modifications are intended to update the Draft EIR in response to the 
comments received during the public review period. These changes, in addition to the Draft EIR, 
constitute the Final EIR, to be presented to the Department for certification and approval.   
 
The changes to the Draft EIR are listed by section, page number, and the comment that brought about the 
change, if applicable.  Please refer to Section 3.0, Response to Comments, for referenced comment letters 
and corresponding comments.   
 
Section 0.0  Executive Summary 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
ES-9 In response to Comment 6-2, the following Traffic/Transportation mitigation measure has 

been added to Table ES-1: 
 
 TRA-2 Prior to operation of the park access road, the Department shall install 

appropriate signage along Hetzler Road prohibiting public parking.  The "No Parking" zone 
shall extend from the intersection of Jefferson Boulevard to the upper parking lot.   

 
ES-10-12 In response to Comments 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, and 3-7, the following Air Quality mitigation 

measures have been modified or added to Table ES-1: 
 

AIR-1 All heavy construction equipment shall be equipped with particulate filters, per 
the manufacture’s instructions.    

AIR-2 All heavy construction equipment shall be powered with low sulfur fuels, as 
feasible. 

AIR-3 All equipment shall be properly tuned and maintained according to 
manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-4 All equipment shall use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel 
power generators to the extent feasible.  

AIR-5 Trucks shall not idle for longer than 10 minutes.   
AIR-6 Parking for construction vehicles shall be configured to minimize traffic 

interference. 
AIR-7 Temporary traffic controls shall be implemented during all phases of construction 

to maintain a smooth traffic flow. 
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AIR-8 Construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system shall be 
scheduled for off-peak hour to the extent practicable. 

 AIR-9 Construction trucks shall be rerouted away from congested streets or sensitive 
receptor areas. 

AIR-10 Dedicated turn lanes shall be provided for movement of construction trucks and 
equipment on- and off-site. 

AIR-11 All heavy equipment shall be equipped with oxidation catalysts.   
AIR-12 Haul trucks shall be covered when loaded with fill. 
AIR-13 Surface of dirt piles shall be stabilized if not removed immediately using the 

following methods: enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply non-toxic binders 
according to manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-14 Paved streets shall be swept at least once per day with Rule 1186 compliant 
sweepers where there is evidence of dirt that has been carried onto the roadway 
or adjacent roadways. 

AIR-15 Ground cover in disturbed areas shall be replaced as quickly as possible to 
prevent soil erosion. 

AIR-16 For paved road track-out, all haul vehicles shall be covered.  
 AIR-17 Construction activities shall be scheduled to avoid emissions peaks and 

discontinued during second-stage smog alerts. 
AIR-18 Non-toxic stabilizers shall be applied to all inactive construction areas 

(previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more) in accordance with 
manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-19 Wheel washers shall be installed where vehicles enter and exit the construction 
site onto paved roads or trucks and equipment shall be washed off as they leave 
the site for each trip. 

 AIR-20 A construction point-of-contact shall be appointed on-site to act as a community 
liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues 
related to PM10 generation.  

 
During high wind conditions, defined as high winds less than 25 miles per hour, the following 
measures shall be implemented: 

 
 AIR-21 All earthmoving activities shall be ceased or water shall be applied to soil not 

more than 15 minutes prior to moving such soil. 
 AIR-22 For disturbed surfaces to be left inactive for several days, water shall be applied 

with a chemical stabilizer diluted to not less than 1/20 of the concentration 
required to maintain a stabilized surface for a period of 6 months; or chemical 
stabilizers shall be applied prior to wind event; or water shall be applied to all 
unstable disturbed areas three times per day; or a combination of these actions 
shall be implemented. 
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 AIR-23 For unpaved roads, chemical stabilizers shall be applied prior to wind event, or 
water shall be applied once per hour during active operation, or all vehicular 
traffic shall be stopped. 

 AIR-24 For open storage piles, water shall be applied once per hour, or temporary 
coverings shall be installed. 

 AIR-25 For high winds of 25 miles per hour or greater, all soil disturbance activities shall 
cease. 

 
ES-13 In response to Comment 9-4, the following Geology and Soils mitigation measure has been 

added to Table ES-1: 
 
  Subsidence 
 
  GEO-3 The plans and specifications for the project shall be reviewed by a CEG to ensure 

that the soils conditions underlying the project site are suitable for development 
of the visitor center.  This will include an evaluation of the potential for other 
organic material in the former landfill that may decompose and generate methane 
gas.  Methane gas levels will be tested and subsidence levels will be estimated 
based on this information.  If subsidence and/or methane gas levels are 
determined to require mitigation, measures shall be identified and incorporated 
into the project to reduce these impacts to acceptable levels.  Such measures may 
include:  

 
• Excavation and recompaction of fill materials under the building 

foundation; 
• Building design modifications to avoid methane gas buildup and 

accumulation in the foundation and structure; and  
• Implementation of a methane gas monitoring program. 

 
Section 2.0  Project Description 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
2-6  In response to Comment 4-8, the second sentence in the last paragraph under Section 2.4.1, 

has been revised to read as follows: 
 

“Formal trails would be established, as shown on Figure 2-4, which would connect the site to 
Jefferson Boulevard on the north, Culver City Park on the south, and Bowcroft Street on the 
east.”   
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2-8  In response to Comment 4-22, the last paragraph under Section 2.4.3, has been revised to read 
as follows: 

 
“It is not anticipated that a pumping station would be required to provide utility services for 
the proposed project. However, if a pump station is required for utility connections to the 
visitor center, the Department would locate the facility at least 100 feet from any residences, 
and shielding would be provided, as appropriate, to eliminate any potential noise impacts 
from the pump unit.” 

 
2-10  In response to Comment 4-10, the following text has been added to the end of the last 

paragraph on the page: 
 
  “In areas near residential zones (i.e., along Hetzler Road and near the Blair Hills community), 

the construction requirements and restrictions set forth in ' 9.04.020 of the City’s Municipal 
Code would be implemented by the Department.  This could result in more restricted hours of 
construction in these areas.” 

 
2-11  In response to Comment 9-7, the following text has been added to the end of the first 

paragraph:  
 
  “Because the proposed parking lot would be larger than 5,000 square feet and have over 25 

parking spots, a Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) would also be 
required for project. 

 
To minimize the off-site transport of pollutants from the proposed parking lot and to comply 
with the County-wide SUSMP requirements, the following measures would be required to be 
implemented as part of the proposed project (Cal/EPA Los Angeles RWQCB 2000): 
 

• Reduce impervious land coverage of parking areas; 
• Infiltrate runoff before it reaches the storm drain system; 
• Treat runoff before it reaches the storm drain system; 
• Regularly inspect parking lots for fluid leaks and spills and remove oil and petroleum 

hydrocarbons at parking lots that are heavily used.  Follow procedures for proper 
disposal.” 
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Section 3.5  Transportation 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
3.5-17  In response to Comment 6-2, the following sentence has been added to the end of the second 

paragraph: 
 
  “Park visitors would be restricted from parking on Hetzler Road.  A mitigation measure is 

provided to ensure that no parking would occur on Hetzler Road.”   
 
3.5-19  In response to Comment 6-2, the following mitigation measure has been added to Section 

3.5.4, Mitigation Measures: 
 

  TRA-2 Prior to operation of the park access road, the Department shall install 
appropriate signage along Hetzler Road to prohibiting public parking along the 
roadside.  The "No Parking" zone shall extend from the intersection of Jefferson 
Boulevard to the upper parking lot.   

 
Section 3.6  Air Quality 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
3.6-3  In response to Comment 3-3, the following sentence been added above Table 3.6-3 as 

follows: 
 

“The proposed project would occur in two phases.  The first phase is site grading, and the 
second phase is building construction.  The proposed project would be completed within 
approximately 12 months.”  

 
3.6-3  In response to Comment 3-3, Table 3.6-3 has been revised as follows: 
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TABLE 3.6-3 
ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS 

 
 Estimated Emissions(1) 
 CO ROC NOx PM10 SOx 

Phase I Site Grading       
Fugitive Dust - - - 50.0 - 
Off-Road Diesel 42.51 6.07 49.88 2.37 - 
On-Road Diesel 8.23 2.19 49.65 1.16 0.63 
Worker Trips 1.71 0.08 0.16 0.00 0.00 

Maximum lbs/day 52.45 8.34 99.69 53.53 0.63 
      
Phase II Building Construction      

Building Construction Off-Road Diesel  35.71 5.02 40.35 1.85 - 
Asphalt Off-Gas - 0.45 - - - 
Asphalt Off-Road Diesel 60.03 7.26 48.10 2.12 - 
Asphalt On-Road Diesel 0.40 0.11 2.14 0.05 0.03 
Asphalt Worker Trips 0.40 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.00 

Maximum lbs/day 96.55 12.88 90.61 4.03 0.03 
      

Average Maximum Daily Emissions (lbs/day) (2) 

 96.55 12.88 99.69 53.53 0.63 

Daily Thresholds for Construction Emissions (lbs/day)  
 550 75 100 150 150 

Exceedance of Daily Thresholds (lbs/day) 
 0 0 0 0 0 

Average Quarterly Emissions (tons/quarter) 
 1.05 0.17 1.44 1.48 0.01 

Thresholds for Construction Emissions (tons/quarter) 
 24.75 2.5 2.5 6.75 6.75 

Exceedance of SCAQMD Thresholds (tons/quarter) 0 0 0 0 0 
Notes: 
(1)  An assumption was made that the construction period for the development of the visitor center and other park improvements would be approximately 12 

months  (264 construction days). 
(2)  Average maximum daily emissions represent the highest lbs/day for all construction phases.   
Source:  URBEMIS 2002 (Appendix E) 

 
 
 
3.6-10  In response to Comments 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, and 3-7, several changes to the air quality mitigation 

measures have been incorporated into Section 3.6.4.  To simplify these revisions, Section 
3.6.4 has been replaced with the following: 

 
  “3.6.4 Mitigation Measures 
 

The following mitigation measures shall be implemented during construction to ensure that 
NOx emissions remain below the level of significance:   

 
AIR-1 All heavy construction equipment shall be equipped with particulate filters, per 

the manufacture’s instructions.    
AIR-2 All heavy construction equipment shall be powered with low sulfur fuels, as 

feasible. 
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AIR-3 All equipment shall be properly tuned and maintained according to 
manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-4 All equipment shall use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel 
power generators to the extent feasible.  

AIR-5 Trucks shall not idle for longer than 10 minutes.   
AIR-6 Parking for construction vehicles shall be configured to minimize traffic 

interference. 
AIR-7 Temporary traffic controls shall be implemented during all phases of construction 

to maintain a smooth traffic flow. 
AIR-8 Construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system shall be 

scheduled for off-peak hour to the extent practicable. 
 AIR-9 Construction trucks shall be rerouted away from congested streets or sensitive 

receptor areas. 
AIR-10 Dedicated turn lanes shall be provided for movement of construction trucks and 

equipment on- and off-site. 
AIR-11 All heavy equipment shall be equipped with oxidation catalysts.   

 
The following mitigation measures shall be implemented during construction to ensure that 
emissions of fugitive dust (including PM10 and PM2.5) remain below the level of significance:   

 
AIR-12 Haul trucks shall be covered when loaded with fill. 
AIR-13 Surface of dirt piles shall be stabilized if not removed immediately using the 

following methods: enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply non-toxic binders 
according to manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-14 Paved streets shall be swept at least once per day with Rule 1186 compliant 
sweepers where there is evidence of dirt that has been carried onto the roadway 
or adjacent roadways. 

AIR-15 Ground cover in disturbed areas shall be replaced as quickly as possible to 
prevent soil erosion. 

AIR-16 For paved road track-out, all haul vehicles shall be covered.  
 AIR-17 Construction activities shall be scheduled to avoid emissions peaks and 

discontinued during second-stage smog alerts. 
AIR-18 Non-toxic stabilizers shall be applied to all inactive construction areas 

(previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more) in accordance with 
manufacturer’s specifications. 

AIR-19 Wheel washers shall be installed where vehicles enter and exit the construction 
site onto paved roads or trucks and equipment shall be washed off as they leave 
the site for each trip. 
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 AIR-20 A construction point-of-contact shall be appointed on-site to act as a community 
liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues 
related to PM10 generation.  

 
During high wind conditions, defined as high winds less than 25 miles per hour, the following 
measures shall be implemented: 

 
 AIR-21 All earthmoving activities shall be ceased or water shall be applied to soil not 

more than 15 minutes prior to moving such soil. 
 AIR-22 For disturbed surfaces to be left inactive for several days, water shall be applied 

with a chemical stabilizer diluted to not less than 1/20 of the concentration 
required to maintain a stabilized surface for a period of 6 months; or chemical 
stabilizers shall be applied prior to wind event; or water shall be applied to all 
unstable disturbed areas three times per day; or a combination of these actions 
shall be implemented. 

 AIR-23 For unpaved roads, chemical stabilizers shall be applied prior to wind event, or 
water shall be applied once per hour during active operation, or all vehicular 
traffic shall be stopped. 

 AIR-24 For open storage piles, water shall be applied once per hour, or temporary 
coverings shall be installed. 

 AIR-25 For high winds of 25 miles per hour or greater, all soil disturbance activities shall 
cease.”   

 
Section 3.7  Noise 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
3.7-6  In response to Comment 4-9, the following information has been added to the end of the page 

under the header “City of Culver City Noise Ordinance”: 
 

“Section CCMC 9.04.20 of the City’s Municipal Code regulated construction noise near 
residential zones as follows: 

   
1.     The use or operation of any automobile, motorcycle, engine, machine, or mechanical 
device, or other contrivance or facility, or the carrying on of any trade or business, causing 
between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., any loud or unusual noise or sound, disturbing 
the peace of residents of a residentially zoned neighborhood. 

           
2.     The use of any of the foregoing in construction or excavation work between the hours of 
7:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., on a weekday, or between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on a 
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Saturday, or between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on a Sunday, which causes any 
loud or unusual noise or sound disturbing the peace of residents of a residentially zoned 
neighborhood.” 

  
3.7-9  In response to Comment 4-9, the first sentence of third paragraph has been revised as follows: 
 

“In general, all construction work for the project would be conducted between 8:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. on weekdays, between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturdays, and between 10 a.m. and 7 
p.m. on Sundays.  In areas near residential zones (i.e., along Hetzler Road and near the Blair 
Hills community), the construction requirements and restrictions set forth in ' 9.04.020 of 
the City’s Municipal Code would be implemented by the Department.  This could result in 
more restricted hours of construction in these areas.”    
 

3.7-9  In response to Comment 4-26, the following paragraph has been inserted after the first 
paragraph under Section 4.2.7: 

 
“Based on the anticipated maximum square footage for the proposed visitor center, the 
project is expected to generate approximately 824 gallons per day (gpd).  This is based on a 
generation rate of 80 gpd per 1,000 gross square feet for similar land uses (i.e., museum, 
library).  The project would connect to an 8-inch diameter City sewer line on Wright Crest 
Drive that serves the Blair Hills area to the east of the project site.  The 8-inch line connects 
to the 96-inch City of Los Angeles North Outfall Replacement Sewer (NORS), which travels 
roughly north-south through the project area.  The newly completed 132-inch City of Los 
Angeles East Central Interceptor Sewer (ECIS) line travels underneath the Blair Hills area 
and Culver City Park, connecting to the NORS south-west of the project site.  All these City 
of Los Angeles lines are gravity-fed and drain north to the Hyperion Treatment Plant in El 
Segundo.  Given the substantial capacity of these lines and their relative capacity to 
accommodate a substantial increase, the proposed project would not result in an impact to the 
local sewage system.  The Department would comply with the City's required utility 
connection fees.” 

 
4-2 The last sentence of the first paragraph has been revised to read: 
 

“The proposed project would adhere to all applicable fire codes and guidelines; therefore, the 
project would not result in hazards related to wildland fire risk.”   
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Section 3.8  Geology and Soils 
 
Page Clarification/Revision 
 
3.8-11  In response to Comment 9-4, the following mitigation measure has been added to Section 

3.8.4, Mitigation Measures: 
 
  Subsidence 
 
  GEO-3 The plans and specifications for the project shall be reviewed by a CEG to ensure 

that the soils conditions underlying the project site are suitable for development 
of the visitor center.  This will include an evaluation of the potential for other 
organic material in the former landfill that may decompose and generate methane 
gas.  Methane gas levels will be tested and subsidence levels will be estimated 
based on this information.  If subsidence and/or methane gas levels are 
determined to require mitigation, measures shall be identified and incorporated 
into the project to reduce these impacts to acceptable levels.  Such measures may 
include:  

 
• Excavation and recompaction of fill materials under the building 

foundation; 
• Building design modifications to avoid methane gas buildup and 

accumulation in the foundation and structure; and  
• Implementation of a methane gas monitoring program. 

  
Technical Appendices  
 
The traffic signal warrants included in the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Traffic 
Manual, Chapter 3, Traffic Signals and Lighting, have been added to Appendix D, Traffic and Parking 
Study.  This information is provided at the end of this Final EIR.   
 
In addition, the URBEMIS 2002 air quality emissions calculations have been added to the EIR as 
Appendix E.  Appendix E is provided at the end of this Final EIR.  
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CHAPTER 3.0 
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 
 
The Draft EIR was distributed for public review on January 8, 2004, initiating a 45-day public 
review period pursuant to CEQA and its implementing guidelines.  During this public review 
period, a total of seven timely letters of comment were received.  Five of the letters were from 
public agencies, and three were from private citizens.  One late letter was received after the close 
of the review period from a public agency.  All of the comment letters are listed in the following 
table and the corresponding Department responses are provided in this section.  A copy of each 
comment letter is provided prior to each response.   
 
 

Table 3-1.  List of Comment Letters from Draft EIR 
    
Letter No. Agency/Organization/Individual Date Received 

1 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
Signed: Terry Roberts, Director February 24, 2004 

2 Southern California Association of Governments 
Signed: Jeffrey M. Smith, AICP, Senior Regional Planner January 27, 2004 

3 South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Signed: Steve Smith, Ph.D., Program Supervisor February 20, 2004 

4 City of Culver City (Resolution No. 2004-R__) 
Approved by: Alan Corlin, Mayor, City of Culver City February 16, 2004 

5 City of Inglewood 
Signed by: Kevin L. Hawkins, Director December 18, 2003 

6 Citizen Letter 1 
Signed: Stefan Freeman, Michele Carter-Freeman, and others  January 25, 2004 

7 Citizen Letter 2 
Signed: Pekke Rautionmaa, Stanford J. Searle Jr.    February 17, 2004 

8 Citizen Letter 3 
Signed: Jackie McCain February 19, 2004 

9 County of Los Angeles Department of Pubic Works (Late) 
Signed: James A. Noyes, Director of Public Works March 1, 2004 
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4-30 The commentor recommended that the project allow parking on Jefferson 
Boulevard near the Hetzler Road intersection.  Parking for park users would 
be provided inside the park.  Along the project frontage on Jefferson 
Boulevard, both east and west of Hetzler Road, adequate sight distance 
would be necessary to ensure adequate traffic safety at the park entrance.  
Although the project includes several traffic safety features, potentially 
significant impacts would occur at the park entrance on Hetzler Road and 
Jefferson Boulevard due to potentially unsafe traffic conditions.  Mitigation 
provided in the EIR prohibits parking on Jefferson Boulevard near Hetzler 
Boulevard to provide adequate sight distance and prevent unsafe traffic 
conditions at this intersection. 

 
4-31 The commentor does not believe Hetzler Road should be used as a park 

entrance.  A number of site access alternatives were considered in the design 
phase for this project.  Please see response to comment 4-3. The 
commentor’s suggestion has been provided to the Department for 
consideration in the decision-making process. 

 
4-32 The commentor feels that the proposed parking area is too large and does not 

protect the pristine landscape, in addition to contributing to increased air 
pollution.  The proposed project would develop a State park facility for local 
park users, as well as visitors to the project area.  The project is designed to 
provide enough parking to adequately satisfy parking demand (up to 87 
spaces during special events) for the proposed project.  These parking lots 
would have a porous surface to allow drainage to infiltrate the surface and 
minimize runoff.   The proposed project is the result of numerous public 
meetings and several months of outreach efforts undertaken by the 
Department to identify a consensus plan for the scenic overlook site.  
Through this process, a preferred plan was developed which provides 
adequate parking for park users.  As discussed in Section 3.06 of the Draft 
EIR, construction and operation of the Scenic Overlook project would not 
significantly impact air quality.   

 
4-33 The commentor suggested providing shuttle service to the park instead of 

constructing a parking lot inside of the park.  The commentor believes that 
shuttle service would reduce air pollution by prohibiting park visitors from 
driving to the site. Park users, if not driving directly to the site, would drive 
to nearby shuttle pick-up areas.  Therefore, air pollution from vehicle trips to 
the park would not be reduced.  In addition, a shuttle system would require 
offsite parking on land not owned by the Department and other parking and 
land use compatibility impacts would potentially occur at these locations.  
The recommended use of a shuttle service has been provided to the 
Department for consideration in the decision-making process.    

 
4-34 The commentor indicated support for Alternative 2.  The commentor’s 

support of the Multiple Access Roads Alternative will be provided to the 
Department for consideration in the decision-making process. 

 
4-35 The commentor is concerned with the proposed project’s impact to water 

service in the Blair Hills community and recommends that the state build a 
water tank for the project.  As discussed in Section 4.2.7 of the Draft EIR, the 






















































































































